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worse everyday. Field-MarshalSchwarzenberg,commander-
in-chief of the Austrian corps which formed the right wing
of the army, had by the basest treachery allowed Tchicha-
goffs troops to pass him; they had taken Minsk and were
threatening our rear. The Emperor must hav$ deeply
regretted that he had entrusted the command of Lithuania
to the Dutch general, Hogendorf, who, having seen nothing
of war, did not know how to set about saving Minsk. The
capture of that place was a serious matter; but the Emperor
attached little importance to it, because he reckoned on
passing the Beresina at BorisofF, where there was a bridge
covered by a fortress in good condition and guarded by a
Polish regiment. So great was Napoleon's confidence on this
point that, in order to lighten the march of his army, he
had had all his pontoons burnt at Orcha. This was a great
disaster, for they would have assured us a ready passage over
the Beresina, a passage which we had to buy at the cost of
so much bloodshed. Secure as Napoleon felt with regard
to this, on learning that Minsk was occupied by the
Russians, he ordered Marshal Oudinot to come by forced
marches to Borisoff; but we arrived too late, because General
Bronikoffski, who was charged with the defence of the fort
on, the right bank, finding himself surrounded by large
numbers of the enemy, thought to do a praiseworthy action
by saving the garrison. Instead, therefore, of offering a
stubborn resistance, which would have given Oudinot time to
corne to his relief, the Polish general abandoned the place,
crossing with his whole garrison to the left bank and taking
the road to Orcha, so as to rejoin Oudinot, which he did in
front of Natcha. The marshal received him with displeasure,
and ordered him to return with us towards Borisoff. Not
only were the town, the bridge over the Beresina, and the
fortress commanding it already in Tchichagoff's hands, but
that general, who, after his success, was eager to fight the
French troops, had started on November 23 to meet them.
with the greater part of his army, the advance-guard being
commanded by General Lambert, the best of his lieutenants.
The ground being level, Marshal Oudinot made the cuirassier
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